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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINR CG AO BE 

SUBJECT: ZAIRIANS SPEAK UP IN BRUSSELS - BOTH PRO AND CON 

REFS: (A) 76 STATE 268460 (NOTAL), (B) 76 BRUSSELS 10612 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: ZAIRIAN AMBASSADOR GIVES PRESS CONFERENCE IN BRUSSELS 
CHARGING FOREIGN-BACKED AGGRESSION IN SHABA. ZAIRIAN OPPOSITION 
GOUPS ISSUE COMMUNIQUES, GIVES PRESS CONFERENCES. AND WALK INTO THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY WITH ESSENTIALLY THE SAME MESSAGE: THIS IS THE 
BEGINNING OF THE OVERTHROW OF MOBUTU AND BLEGIANS AND AMERICANS 
SHOULD KEEP OUT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN PRESS CONFERENCE EVENING OF MARCH 17, ZAIRE'S AMBASSADOR TO 
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BELGIUM, INONGA LOKONGO L'OME, CHARGED THAT ZAIRE HAD BEEN INVADED 
FROM ACROSS THE ANGOLAN BORDER BY MERCENARIES LED BY "THOSE WHO 
HELPED PUT MPLA IN POWER" (READ CUBANS) AND ARMED WITH SOPHISTICATED 
WEAPONS BY "ANOTHER POWER” (READ USSR). ATTACKING VIEW THAT 
FIGHTING WAS AN INTERNAL ZAIRIAN PROBLEM, HE REVIEWED HISTORY OF 
UNSUCCESSFUL ZAIRIAN EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT, THE FAILURE OF WHICH HE MAINTAINED SHOWED THAT 
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AGOSTINHO NETO WAS ALREADY PLANNING THE AGGRESSION AGAINST ITS 
NEIGHBOR. HE SAID THAT EX-KATANGA GENDARMES HAD HISTORY OF 
FIGHTING ON ALL SIDE S OF IDEOLOGICAL SPECTRUM - FOR KATANGA 
SUCCESSION, FOR PORTUGUESE COLONIALISTS, FOR MPLA - AND NOW 
HAD BEEN "CONVERTED TO COMMUNISM." HE MADE THE CHARGE THAT INVADERS 
WORE UNIFORMS OF THE ZAIRIAN ARMY AND, IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION, SAID 
INVADERS WERE LED BY "MULATTOES," INDICATING THAT THESE WERE CUBANS. 

2. REFERRING BIEFLY TO ZAIRIAN STUDENT AND OPPOSITION GROUPS IN 
BRUSSELS WHO HAS COME FORWARD WITH PRESS CONFERENCES, STATEMENTS 
AND COMMUNIQUES, THE ZAIRIAN AMBASSADOR DUBBED THEM "FANTASISTS" AND 
"MINUTE GROUPS" DISTORING THE TRUTH AND USING THE DIALECTIC TO CREATE 
CONFUSION AND MANIPULATE BELGIAN PUBLIC OPINION. MENTIONING SOME 
GROUPS BY NAME, HE SAID THE FRONT DE LIBERATION NATIONALE CONGO- 
OLAIS (FLNC), ALLEGED TO REPRESENT EX-KATANGA GENDARMES, WAS REALLY 
THE MOUTHPEICE OF ANGOLAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE AND 

ITS "FOREIGN MANIPULATORS": THE BRUSSELS- 

BASED P ARTIE POPULAIRE AFRICAIN (FPA) HE DISMISSED AS AN 

ORGANIZATION BORN WITH ITS FIRST COMMUNIQUE; THE MOUVEMENT D'ACTION 

POUR LA RESURRECTION DU CONGO - MARC (WHICH PUBLISHES MISO GAA HERE) 

AND THE ETUDIENTS CONGOLAIS PROGRSSIF-ECP HE LUMPED TOGETHER AS 

"ETERNAL STUDENTS." 

3. ZAIRIAN OPPOSITION GROUPS HAVE BEEN HOLDING PRESS CONFERRENCES, 
MAKING STATEMENTS, ISSUING COMMUNIQUES, AND SENDING TELEGRAMS OVER 
THE LAST FEW DAYS WITH AMPLE PRESS COVERAGE IN BELGIUM. FOLLOWING 
ON THE HEELS OF FLNC COMMUNIQUE FROM PARIS, A CERTAIN COMITE 

ZAIRE AND A GROUP CALLING ITSELF ETUDIANTS CONGOLAIS PROGRESS IF-ECP 
HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE MARCH 15. CITING CORRUPTION AND ECONOMIC 
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MISMANAGEMENT OF MOBUTU RULE, SPOKESMAN SAID THAT MANY DISPARATE 
ZAIRIAN GROUPS HAD JOINED BANDS WITH THE FLNC TO OVERTHROW MOBUTO. 
THEY STATED THAT UPRISING WAS SPREADING THROUGHOUT ZAIRE, WAS NOT 
A LOCAL OR TRIBAL AFFAIR, AND THAT FLNC TROOPS WERE RECEIVING 
"ROUSING WELCOME" OF LOCAL POPULATION. THEY WARNED THAT MOBUTU WAS 
SPREADING "FALSE INFORMATION" ABOUT MERCENARIES, CUBAN TROOPS, AND 
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES AS HOSTAGES AND ATTEMPT TO "PROVOKE" AMERICAN 
INTERVENTION. COMITE, ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, HAD SENT TELEGRAM 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER CALLING MOBUTU REGIME MILITARY DICTATORSHIP 
OPPRESSING THE PEOPLE OF ZAIRE AND VILATING HUMAN RIGHTS." 
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4. THE BRUSSELS-BASED MOUVEMENT D'ACTION POUR LA RESUURECTION DU 
CONGO-MARC, THE ORGANIZATIONWHICH PUBLISHES THE MONTHLY 
OPPOSITION PAPER NISO GAA, TODL BELGIAN PRESS THA NO 
FOREIGN TROOPS WHATSOEVER WERE INVOLVED IN OPPOSITION 
ACTIVITIES IN ZAIRE, THAT THIS WAS "PURELY CONGOLESE AFFAIRE" 

AND NO FOREIGN GOVERNMENT SHOULD SUPPORT MOBUTU BECAUSE THIS "COULD 
HAVE HEAVY AND EVEN IRREPARABLE CONSEQUENCES." PRESS REPORTS MARC 
SECRETARY GENERAL KANYONGA MOVATELI AS SAYING THAT HIS GROUP HAS 
MAINTAINED RELATIONS WITH FLNC AND FINDS IT "UNFORTUNATE" THAT 
FLNC HAS NOT RESPECTED SOME OF THE MARC-FLNC AGREEMENTS AND HAS 
"TO A CERTAIN EXTENT" PRESENTED MARC WITH A "FAIT ACCOMPLI" WITH 
ITS CURRENT "OPERATIONS IN THE AREA"; NEVERTHELESS, MARC SUPPORTS 
THE FLNC ACTION, HOPING IT WILL LEAD "TO THE LIBERATION OF THE 
ENTIRE NATION." 
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5. PREDICTABLY, CERTAIN ZAIRIANS RESIDING IN BELGIUM WHO OPPOSE 
MOBUTU CAME UNANNOUNCED INTO THE EMBASSY AND WERE RECEIVED BY 
OFFICER WHO FOLLOWS AFRICAN AFFAIRS. MARC SECRETARY GENERAL KANYONGA 
GAVE US ON MARCH 16 THE FOLLOWING VIEW OF ZAIRIAN OPPOSITION 
DEVELOPMENTS AND RELATIONSHIPS WHICH WE ARRE UNABLE TO EVALUATE 
HERE: 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


MARC, WHICH IS AN ROGANIZATION OF NON-MARXIST, DEMOCRATIC 

"CIVILIANS" BOTH WITHIN ZAIRE AND IN EXILE, HAS FOR A LONG 

TIME HAD AN AFFILIATION WITH A MOVEMENT DES FORCES ARMEES-MFA, 

WHICH IS AN ORGANIZATION OF LIKE-MINDED MILITARY OFFICERS IN 
KINSHASA AND OTHER MAJOR CITIES IN ZAIRE. FEBRUARY 7 LETTER 
FROM FLNC PRESIDENT NATHANIAL MBUMBA FROM LUANDA TO KANYONGA 
IN BRUSSELS SIGNIFIED A "MARRIAGE OF CONVENIENCE" BETWEEN 
DEMOCRATIC (MARC) A) AND MARXIST (FLNC) ORGANIZATIONS WITH THE 
COMMON AIM OF O VERHRO WIN G MOBUTU. THE FLNC THEN JUMPED THE GUN 
AND INVADED ZAIRE WITHOUT AGREED CONSULTATION BETWEEN GROUPS, BUT 
MARC AGREED (PARIS, MARCH 12) TO GO ALONG WITH FLNC INITIATIVE 
WITH MARC RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ALLIANCE'S PRESS, PROPAGANDA AND 
DIPLOMACY. THE GIZENGA-LED FODELICO - FORCES DEMOCARTIQUES POUR 
LA LIBERATION DE CONGO-KINSHASA - BASED IN EASTERN ZAIRE 
ALONG LAKE TANGANYIKA LINKDED WITH LAURENT KABILA'S PARTIEE DE LA 
REVOLUTION POPULAIRE-PRP, LEARNED OF PENDING FLNC INVATIONS OF 
ZAIRE AND FORMED A LOOSE ALLIANCE IN AGNGOLA LAST MONTH OVERCOMING 
THAT WHICH ALWAYS KEPT THEM APART ALTHOUGH THEY WERE BOTH MARXISTS: 
THE INABILITY OF EITHER GIZENGA OR MBUMBA TO LET THE OTHER BECOME 
LEADER OF THE COMBINED MOVEMENTS. MARC WILL WORK WITH TWO 
MZRXIST ELEMENTS OF THE ALLIANCE FOR THE COMMON AIM OF OVERTHROWING 
MOBUTU BUT KANYONGA WANTED THE UNITED STATES TO KNOW THAT THE 
DEMOCRAIC, ANTI-MARXIST MARC FEARED THE POWER OF TIS TWO 
MARXIST ALLIES AND WOULD LOOK TO THE UNITED STATES FOR SUPPORT AFTER 
MOBUTU WAS OVERTHROWN. 


COPIES OF MARC PAPERS LEFT WITH US BY KANYONGA, 
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INCLUDING ABOVE FLNC-MARC AGREEMENTS AND FLNC STATUTES, 

BEING POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT (AP/C BUCHANAN) 

AND EMBASSY KINSHASA. 

6. NZAMBA VALERE, BRUSSELS REPRESENTATIVE OF ANTOINE GIZENGA'S 
FODELICO (REFTELS), WALKED INTO THE EMBASSY MARCH 15 AND TOLD US 
THAT INVATIONS IN SHABA WAS THE BEGINNING OF A COORDINATED ACTION BY 
ALL GROUPS OPPOSED TO MOBUTU GOVERNMENT TO BRING HIM DOWN AND THAT 
OUTBREAKS COULD SOON BE EXPECTED ALL AROUND THE PERIPHERY OF ZAIRE. 
HE SAID THAT FODELICO SOUGHT FOR ZAIRE A "PLURALISTIC DEMOCRACY" WITH 
TWO POLITICAL PARTIES. SOCIALIST ON THE LEFT AND LIBERAL ON THE RIGHT 

WITH THE "PARTICIPATION OF ALL CITIZENS" AND "FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION" 

AND COMPETITION BETWEEN PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND STATE INDUSTRIES. 

HE SAID THAT WITH THE OUTBREAK OF HOLSTILITIES FODELICO HAD 
DECIDED TO SEND TO PRESIDENT CARTER A LETTER DATED DECEMBER 13 
SIGNED BY GIZENGA SETTING FORTH FODELICO'S AIMS AND PROGRAM 
(POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT AND EMBASSY KINSHASA). 

7. LETTER TO AMBASSADOR FROM AN ANDRE KALOBA, MEMBER OF THE 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE FLNC, MAKES POINT THAT THIS IS "NATIONAL 
UPRISING OF ZAIRIAN PEOPLE" RATHER THAN SECESSION OF SHABA (POUCHED 
TO DEPARTMENT AND EMBASSY KINSHASA).RENNER 
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